
Dingle Lit Company Limited by Guarantee 
 

Child Safeguarding Statement Reviewed 18/08/2020 

Dingle Lit is a festival that aims to celebrate and enhance the cultural and economic life of the Dingle Peninsula. It                    
will be inclusive and accessible for adults and children focused on the literary arts – fiction, poetry and non-fiction                   

in English and Irish – and delivered through readings, workshops and performance. 

Dingle Lit Festival 2020 will be mainly an online event. See risk assessment relating to this year’s events and                   

procedures below. Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic physical events involving children as participants,              
volunteers or audience members will not be going ahead. This statement will be reviewed if there is a change in                    

our itinerary and relevant risk assessments and procedures will be implemented. 

2020 Designated Child Safeguarding Relevant Persons:  Contact details 

Lead person Irene Flannery 086 1662562 renuanaturalhealth@gmail.com 
Deputy Debbi Lewang 087-3544727 debbi@debbilewangcpa.com 
 

We have carried out an assessment of any potential for harm to a child while availing of our services including the                     
area of online safety when accessing the internet. Below is a list of the areas of risk identified and the list of                      

procedures for managing these risks. 

 Risk identified 2020 Procedure in place to manage identified risk 

1 Online events No events are targeted at children under the age of 

18. 

Where online events discuss topics of an adult nature 
viewers will be made aware that some content may 

not suitable for young viewers. Parental guidance will 

be recommended in these instances. 

 Risk Identified 2019  

1 Contact with Unsuitable Artists or 

Volunteers 

Not applicable in 2020 but to remain as 

policy for future events 

All children are expected to be accompanied by their 
parents or caregivers.  In the event of a child 

becoming separated from their carer, no child will be 
left in the presence of a single volunteer or artist 
related to the festival.  At all times at least two 

persons will be present.  At no time will the child be in 
a room separate from the other members of the 
event.  If bathroom assistance is needed, at least two 

volunteers will assist the child. 

No child will be transported in any vehicle.  In an 
emergency, fire and rescue personnel will transport 

the child to hospital. 

2 Lost Parent or Carer Two Dingle Lit Volunteers will stay with child while 

other volunteers locate the parent. 

 

3 Images and Social Media Photographs and visual images are regarded as 
personal data under the Data Protection Acts 
1998/2003.  Dingle Lit will prevent children from 



being photographed in any private setting and will 

seek permission from a parent and the child before 
photographing any child at an event.  The child and 
the adult will be given information about how the 

image may or may not be used.  This will be detailed 
on the consent form.  No images or descriptions of 
children will be posted on social media by any 

volunteer of Dingle Lit without considering the privacy 
rights of the child and the permission of the child and 

parent.  

• Group photos will be preferred to individual ones 

• Children will be appropriately dressed 

• Children will not be embarrassed by the image 

• Dingle Volunteer in charge of event will challenge 

any inappropriate behaviour by others. 

4 Identification of possible child abuse Every volunteer event leader will complete the on-line 

Child First E-Learning training.  This is a 1.5 hour time 
committment.  The training is available here 

https://childrenfirstuniversal.hseland.ie/.  

 

5 Procedures for reporting and recording 

complaints, safety concerns, accidents 

or incidents 

 

At individual events, begin by bringing the issue 

forward to the Volunteer Lead at the event. The 
Volunteer Lead will work with Irene Flannery, Debbi 
Lewang and/or Peter McKay.  They will document the 

issue and work with the person reporting to complete 
appropriate follow up with Tulsa, Garda or Dingle Lit 

directors and volunteers.  

 

 

Our Child Safeguarding Statement has been developed in line with requirements under the Children First Act 2015, 
Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children (2017), and Tusla’s Child Safeguarding: 

A Guide for Policy, Procedure and Practice. In addition to the procedures listed in our risk assessment, the 

following procedures support our intention to safeguard children while they are availing of our service:  

Implementation is an on-going process. Our organisation is committed to the implementation of this Child 
Safeguarding Statement and the procedures that support our intention to keep children safe from harm while 

availing of our festival.  

This Child Safeguarding Statement will be annually. 

 

Signed:  

 

  

https://childrenfirstuniversal.hseland.ie/


 

The following has been Added New for 2020 

Dingle Literary Festival fully understands Types of Abuse and How to Recognize them: 

Neglect 

Child neglect is the most frequently reported category of abuse, both in Ireland and internationally. Ongoing                
chronic neglect is recognised as being extremely harmful to the development and well-being of the child and may                  
have serious long-term negative consequences. 

Neglect occurs when a child does not receive adequate care or supervision to the extent that the child is harmed                    
physically or developmentally. It is generally defined in terms of an omission of care, where a child’s health,                  
development or welfare is impaired by being deprived of food, clothing, warmth, hygiene, medical care,               
intellectual stimulation or supervision and safety. Emotional neglect may also lead to the child having attachment                
difficulties. The extent of the damage to the child’s health, development or welfare is influenced by a range of                   
factors. These factors include the extent, if any, of positive influence in the child’s life as well as the age of the child                       
and the frequency and consistency of neglect. 

Neglect is associated with poverty but not necessarily caused by it. It is strongly linked to parental substance                  
misuse, domestic violence, and parental mental illness and disability. 

A reasonable concern for the child’s welfare would exist when neglect becomes typical of the relationship                
between the child and the parent or carer. This may become apparent where you see the child over a period of                     
time, or the effects of neglect may be obvious based on having seen the child once. 

The following are features of child neglect: 

● Children being left alone without adequate care and supervision 
● Malnourishment, lacking food, unsuitable food or erratic feeding 
● Non-organic failure to thrive, i.e. a child not gaining weight due not only to malnutrition but also emotional 

deprivation 
● Failure to provide adequate care for the child’s medical and developmental needs, including intellectual 

stimulation 
● Inadequate living conditions – unhygienic conditions, environmental issues, including lack of adequate 

heating and furniture 
● Lack of adequate clothing 
● Inattention to basic hygiene 
● Lack of protection and exposure to danger, including moral danger, or lack of supervision appropriate to 

the child’s age 
● Persistent failure to attend school 
● Abandonment or desertion 

Emotional abuse 

Emotional abuse is the systematic emotional or psychological ill-treatment of a child as part of the overall                 
relationship between a caregiver and a child. Once-off and occasional difficulties between a parent/carer and child                
are not considered emotional abuse. Abuse occurs when a child’s basic need for attention, affection, approval,                
consistency and security are not met, due to incapacity or indifference from their parent or caregiver. Emotional                 
abuse can also occur when adults responsible for taking care of children are unaware of and unable (for a range of                     
reasons) to meet their children’s emotional and developmental needs. Emotional abuse is not easy to recognise                
because the effects are not easily seen. 

A reasonable concern for the child’s welfare would exist when the behaviour becomes typical of the relationship 
between the child and the parent or carer. 



 

 

Emotional abuse may be seen in some of the following ways: 

● Rejection 
● Lack of comfort and love 
● Lack of attachment 
● Lack of proper stimulation (e.g. fun and play) 
● Lack of continuity of care (e.g. frequent moves, particularly unplanned) 
● Continuous lack of praise and encouragement 
● Persistent criticism, sarcasm, hostility or blaming of the child 
● Bullying 
● Conditional parenting in which care or affection of a child depends on his or her behaviours or actions 
● Extreme overprotectiveness 
● Inappropriate non-physical punishment (e.g. locking child in bedroom) 
● Ongoing family conflicts and family violence 
● Seriously inappropriate expectations of a child relative to his/her age and stage of development 

There may be no physical signs of emotional abuse unless it occurs with another type of abuse. A child may show                     
signs of emotional abuse through their actions or emotions in several ways. These include insecure attachment,                
unhappiness, low self-esteem, educational and developmental underachievement, risk taking and aggressive           
behaviour. 

It should be noted that no one indicator is conclusive evidence of emotional abuse. Emotional abuse is more likely                   
to impact negatively on a child where it is persistent over time and where there is a lack of other protective                     
factors. 

Physical abuse 

Physical abuse is when someone deliberately hurts a child physically or puts them at risk of being physically hurt. It 
may occur as a single incident or as a pattern of incidents. A reasonable concern exists where the child’s health 
and/ or development is, may be, or has been damaged as a result of suspected physical abuse. 

Physical abuse can include the following: 

● Physical punishment 
● Beating, slapping, hitting or kicking 
● Pushing, shaking or throwing 
● Pinching, biting, choking or hair-pulling 
● Use of excessive force in handling 
● Deliberate poisoning 
● Suffocation 
●  Fabricated/induced illness 
● Female genital mutilation 

The Children First Act 2015 includes a provision that abolishes the common law defence of reasonable                
chastisement in court proceedings. This defence could previously be invoked by a parent or other person in                 
authority who physically disciplined a child. The change in the legislation now means that in prosecutions relating                 
to assault or physical cruelty, a person who administers such punishment to a child cannot rely on the defence of                    
reasonable chastisement in the legal proceedings. The result of this is that the protections in law relating to assault                   
now apply to a child in the same way as they do to an adult. 

Sexual abuse 

Sexual abuse occurs when a child is used by another person for his or her gratification or arousal, or for that of                      
others. It includes the child being involved in sexual acts (masturbation, fondling, oral or penetrative sex) or                 
exposing the child to sexual activity directly or through pornography. 



Child sexual abuse may cover a wide spectrum of abusive activities. It rarely involves just a single incident and in                    
some instances occurs over a number of years. Child sexual abuse most commonly happens within the family,                 
including older siblings and extended family members. 

Cases of sexual abuse mainly come to light through disclosure by the child or his or her siblings/friends, from the                    
suspicions of an adult, and/or by physical symptoms. 

Examples of child sexual abuse include the following: 

● Any sexual act intentionally performed in the presence of a child 
● An invitation to sexual touching or intentional touching or molesting of a child’s body whether by a person 

or object for the purpose of sexual arousal or gratification 
● Masturbation in the presence of a child or the involvement of a child in an act of masturbation 
● Sexual intercourse with a child, whether oral, vaginal or anal 
● Sexual exploitation of a child, which includes:  

o Inviting, inducing or coercing a child to engage in prostitution or the production of child 
pornography [for example, exhibition, modelling or posing for the purpose of sexual arousal, 
gratification or sexual act, including its recording (on film, videotape or other media) or the 
manipulation, for those purposes, of an image by computer or other means] 

o Inviting, coercing or inducing a child to participate in, or to observe, any sexual, indecent or 
obscene act 

o Showing sexually explicit material to children, which is often a feature of the ‘grooming’ process by 
perpetrators of abuse 

● Exposing a child to inappropriate or abusive material through information and communication technology 
● Consensual sexual activity involving an adult and an underage person 

An Garda Síochána will deal with any criminal aspects of a sexual abuse case under the relevant criminal justice                   
legislation. The prosecution of a sexual offence against a child will be considered within the wider objective of child                   
welfare and protection. The safety of the child is paramount and at no stage should a child’s safety be                   
compromised because of concern for the integrity of a criminal investigation. 

In relation to child sexual abuse, it should be noted that in criminal law the age of consent to sexual intercourse is                      
17 years for both boys and girls. Any sexual relationship where one or both parties are under the age of 17 is                      
illegal. However, it may not necessarily be regarded as child sexual abuse. Details on exemptions for mandated                 
reporting of certain cases of underage consensual sexual activity can be found in Chapter 3 of Children First:                  
National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children. 

What to do if I suspect Child Abuse? 

In the event that a member of Dingle Literary Festival committee is made aware of child abuse during an activity or                     
event, or if a child confides in a member of a retrospective event that member will contact the designated liaison                    
officer and procedures to report the incident will be prepared by the officer and passed on to Gardaí in Dingle 066                     
9151522. 

The following guidelines to support a child reporting child abuse to be followed 

● React calmly 
● Listen carefully and attentively 
● Take the child seriously 
● Reassure the child that they have taken the right action in talking to you 
● Do not promise to keep anything secret 
● Ask questions for clarification only. Do not ask leading questions 
● Check back with the child that what you have heard is correct and understood 
● Do not express any opinions about the alleged abuser 
● Ensure that the child understands that you must tell someone who understand this area and who can help 

https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Children_First_National_Guidance_2017.pdf
https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Children_First_National_Guidance_2017.pdf


● Make a written record of what the child has told you as soon as possible, in as much detail as possible 
● Treat the information confidentially 
● Contact local Gardaí without delay and report the disclosure made to you. 
● Continue to support the child  

A record of incidents reported will be kept confidentially until follow up directions from Gardaí or relevant Family 
and Child Agency representatives are given.  

● Record will include name and age of child at the time of reporting 
● Date of report and details surrounding the disclosure 
● The name of the committee member that was told of the incident(s) and details of date/time to the 

designated liaison officer with contact details to be made available to relevant authorities. 
● Details of measures/actions taken following the child disclosure of abuse 
● Name and contact details of the relevant authority contacted following the incident 
● The reporting committee member will be given a copy of the actions taken/or not taken by the designated 

liaison officer and may make a report to Tusla/Gardaí if they remain concerned. 

Recruitment of Staff and Volunteers for Dingle Literary Festival 

● All committee members have completed the E-learning Children First Certificate as per Tusla guidelines 
● There are no children’s events or activities included in the 2020 programme. Dingle Literary Festival 2020 

will not have any children employed or attending any events or activities. 
● It is the policy of Dingle Literary Festival that any committee members, staff or volunteers who may, in 

future events, be in contact with children for a Dingle Lit related event or activity will complete the 
Children First certificate and be garda vetted as per Tusla guidelines. 

● The designated liaison officer will carry out risk assessment and outline procedures in the event of a 
children’s event is added to the 2020 programme and ensure that good practice is adhered to. 

● The designated liaison officer will ensure that committee members, staff and volunteers are aware of the 
contents of this policy and that it will be made available to parents/guardians of any child taking part in 
Dingle Literary Festival events in the future  

● It is the responsibility of the designated liaison officer that this policy and relevant documents are 
reviewed annually and kept up-to-date. 

Reporting of Incidents and Accidents 

● There is appropriate recording mechanisms in place to detail any accidents or incidents which may occur. 
Committee members, staff and/or volunteers to report to designated liaison officer to make full report. 

● Designated liaison officer will make the incident/accident details known to Festival committee and take 
appropriate action.  

● In differentiating between the two it is useful to note that an incident does not usually involve any casualty 
or the loss of life, while an accident will involve some form of injury.  

● Incidents should be recorded separately from accidents as they may need to be referred to when 
considering suspected child abuse or neglect. 

 
Complaints Procedure 
In the event of a parent or guardian makes a complaint, contact details for  the designated liaison officer will be 
made available to them without delay.  Verbal complaints must be followed up with written complaint by post or 
email.  Designated officer will acknowledge complaint by return and follow appropriate procedures to ensure its 
resolution. The person who made the complaint will be informed at all times of the procedures been taken and 
timeline for responses. 

 

  



Child Safeguarding Statement Sample Template 

 

Section 2: Nature of service and principles to safeguard children from harm: Describe the nature of your services 

and specify the principles that you will observe to keep children safe from harm while they are availing of your 

service. 

 

Section 3: Risk assessment: Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children (2017) 
provides additional guidance on carrying out the risk assessment component of your Child Safeguarding 

Statement. 

 

Section 4: Procedures: As this is only a sample list, you will need to add to this list as appropriate, based on the 
outcome of your risk assessment. Please see also Tusla’s Child Safeguarding: A Guide for Policy, Procedure and 

Practice. 

 

Section 5: Implementation: At a minimum, reviews must be carried out every 24 months. The provider is the 
individual with overall responsibility for the organisation. This may be the chief executive officer, chairperson of a 

board of management, owner/operator, etc.  

 

Relevant Person: You should include the name and contact details of the Relevant Persons, who are the first point 

of contact regarding your Child Safeguarding Statement. 

 

 

 


