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Festival Director’s Welcome 

Fáilte go dtí Féile Liteartha Chorca Dhuibhne.
Welcome to the Dingle Literary Festival. 

Oh, how we wish we were welcoming you in person  
to Corca Dhuibhne. COVID-19 means there will be  
no ushering the audience to their seats, no asking  
for hush, no queue for book signings. Instead we will 
have the tap of the keyboard, that 2020 Zoom phrase,  
“Can you hear me?” and the click of the mouse. And 
while I for one will miss the buzz around West Kerry, 
knowing that we have an audience joining us from 
around the world will be great.  

The fact that the festival is happening at all is a 
testament to the wonderful community here in  
West Kerry. The committee have been amazing, 
embracing the challenges so we can beam events 
into your homes and connect you to these wonderful 
authors. Huge thanks to supporters: Arts Council, 
Kerry County Council, Ealaín na Gaeltachta, Foras Na 
Gaeilge and Údarás na Gaeltachta. 

Please join us for as many events as you wish.  
All events are free but if you have the means to  
donate towards the running costs of the festival  
it would be gratefully received.

Sheila O’Reilly  
Festival Director 



How to Access a Virtual Festival

Pre-register to 
guarantee your place 
and receive reminders. 

Log in early on the day 
if you are unsure. 

Do a test run using 
Zoom in advance of 
your workshop. 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, we have decided 
to run Dingle Lit online this year. All online events are 
free to attend, leaving it at your discretion to make a 
donation to support the costs of running the festival. 

If you are unused to attending online events  
please read this carefully so that you can maximise 
your enjoyment of the festival.

Writing and Poetry Workshops 

All writing and poetry workshops will take place over 
Zoom. If you will be logging in from a mobile device, 
make sure to download the Zoom app in advance.  
You will be sent a link to the Zoom meeting; try and 
‘arrive’ early so any technical issues can be resolved 
before the workshop is due to start. 

Author Events

We have asked guests to pre-register for author events 
in order to save your space, as we are limited to the 
numbers we can admit.

Registration for events is through the Eventbrite 
ticketing platform; think of this as the ticket office 
where you pick up your ticket. 

Events will be broadcast on Crowdcast – think of 
this as a TV channel, but online. It is a good idea to 
log in to Crowdcast (www.crowdcast.io) in advance 
of attending your events to familiarise yourself with 
it. It has features such as interactive chat amongst 
attendees and Q&A where you can put questions to 
the authors at live events. 

On the day, if you are having any difficulties, contact 
us on any of our social media channels for support.  



Peaky Blinders Cocktail Class
Learn to mix the delicious cocktails from the official  
Peaky Blinders Cocktail Book 

THU 19 NOV  7PM

Line up your whiskey, gin and those strange bottles at 
the back of the cupboard that you never know quite 
what to do with! Finn McDonnell, manager of Dick 
Mack’s bar and custodian of its renowned selection 
of whiskeys, hosts a cocktail class based on the 
recipes from the official Peaky Blinders cocktail book, 
full to the brim with themed cocktails based on the 
characters in the hit TV series. The names alone sound 
tantalising-Vendetta, Red Horse, Birmingham Sour,  
The Bloody Hand, The Shelby Julep, Easy Dizzy and 
more. Immerse yourself in the vintage style and 
atmosphere of the hit TV show (starring frequent 
Dingle visitor Cillian Murphy) by making delicious 
cocktails inspired by the post-War world of Peaky 
Blinders.

Author Events at a Glance: 

Friday 

3pm   Caint agus comhrá le Mary Kennedy 

5.30pm  Cookalong with JP McMahon

7.15pm  Gabriel Byrne

Saturday
11am   Caelinn Hogan & Noelle Brown

12.30pm Doireann Ní Ghríofa

2pm   Mary O’Donnell 

3pm   Abi Daré & Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi

5.30pm Sarah Moss 

6.30pm Michelle Dunne & Cathy Kelly 

7.30pm Sara Baume & Carlo Gébler 

Sunday 

10am  Anne Applebaum & Peter Geoghegan

11am  An tSlí Scríofa

12pm  Mark O’Connell 

2pm   Cauvery Madhavan & Felicity Hayes-McCoy

3pm   Manchán Magan

4pm  Beo ar Éigean

5pm  Brit Bennett & Emma Dabiri

7pm  John Creedon 

8pm  Prof Luke O’Neill 



Caint agus comhrá le  
Mary Kennedy
Beidh an láithreoir cáiliúil Mary Kennedy i mbun cainte le 
Siobhán Prendergast faoina cuid scríbhneoireachta agus 
na saothair agus scríbhneoirí a chuaigh go mór i bhfeidhm 
uirthi. 

FRI 20 NOV  3PM 

Meascán do leabhar cócaireachta, garraíodóireachta 
agus dírbheathaisnéise is ea Home Thoughts From the 
Heart le Mary Kennedy. Is mó clár go bhfuil Mary tar 
éis a chur i láthair agus í ar cheann do na láithreoirí 
is cáiliúla in RTÉ. Beidh cupán tea ag an mbeirt bhan 
agus iad ag caint faoi fhorbairt ghairme Mary agus a 
saol scríbhneoireachta le tírdhreach Chorca Dhuibhne. 
Beidh Mary ag caint ar a cuid scríbhneoireachta féin, 
fé na  scríbhneoirí agus saothair a chuaigh go mór i 
bhfeidhm uirthi agus a  saol anois agus í éirithe as. 

The Irish Cookbook Cookalong  
with JP McMahon 
Make a traditional Dingle Mutton Pie with leading Irish  
chef JP McMahon, author of The Irish Cookbook. 

FRI 20 NOV   5.30PM

Join top chef and author of The Irish Cookbook, JP 
McMahon, as he chats with Mark Murphy of Dingle 
Cookery School, and demonstrates his recipe for a 
traditional Dingle Pie. Get your ingredients ready in 
advance and cook along with him—we’ve timed this 
event so you’ll have it ready for dinner! 

JP McMahon is a leading Irish chef, who runs the 
much-lauded Aniar restaurant in Galway, along with a 
boutique cookery school. His food philosophy is to foster 
traditional cooking and preservation methods, such as 
curing, pickling, smoking and fermenting. His aim is to 
look back in order to look forward to the future of Irish 
food. The Irish Cookbook presents 480 home-cooking 
recipes celebrating the range and quality of Ireland’s 
bounty, from oysters and seaweed to beef and lamb. 

JP is offering a 15% discount on The Irish Cookbook to 
attendees. 



Republic of Shame: Caelainn Hogan 
 in conversation with Noelle Brown
Caelainn Hogan, author of Republic of Shame: How 
Ireland Punished ‘Fallen Women’ and Their Children, talks 
to Bessborough mother-and-baby home survivor and 
playwright Noelle Brown. 

 SAT 21 NOV  11AM

Caelainn Hogan, author of Republic of Shame: How 
Ireland Punished ‘Fallen Women’ and Their Children, talks 
to Bessborough mother-and-baby home survivor, 
activist, actress and playwright Noelle Brown. 
Bessborough mother-and-baby home in Cork was 
where many women from Kerry were sent. Noelle 
Brown’s acclaimed play Postscript is inspired by her 
own experiences of being a child adopted from the 
home, and her 12-year search to uncover her true 
identity. In conversation Caelainn and Noelle explore 
Ireland’s ongoing legacy of institutionalisation and the 
importance of breaking silences.

Walking with Ghosts: Gabriel Byrne 
Actor Gabriel Byrne delves into his memoir from a 
childhood in Dublin to a Hollywood career.

FRI 20 NOV   7.15PM

Walking with Ghosts is the second memoir from the 
world-renowned actor, writer and director, Gabriel 
Byrne, eloquently charting the Dubliner’s life from an 
abandoned career in the priesthood to a forty-year 
career in film and theatre. 

Colum McCann has described Walking With Ghosts, 
as “poetic, moving and very funny.” Hear the stories 
from the man himself as Gabriel Byrne recounts 
anecdotes from his childhood in a now almost vanished 
Ireland and reflections on stardom in Hollywood 
and on Broadway, his battles with addiction and the 
ambivalence of fame.

From Irish dramas The Riordans and Bracken, to film 
(Into the West, The Usual Suspects) and internationally 
acclaimed dramas (Vikings and his Golden Globe 
winning role in In Treatment), Byrne’s career has been 
as varied as it is enduring. Byrne has won many awards 
including a Golden Globe for his role in In Treatment and 
the Gregory Peck Excellence in the Art of Film Award in 
2008, awarded to him at the Dingle Film Festival.



A Ghost in the Throat:  
Doireann Ní Ghríofa
Poet Doireann Ní Ghríofa discusses her prose debut,  
A Ghost in the Throat, with RTE Arena’s Paula Shields.

SAT 21 NOV  12.30PM

The acclaimed bilingual poet’s first outing in prose has 
won her numerous plaudits for the stunning blend of 
fiction, scholarly endeavour and literary translation as 
Ní Ghríofa narrates her efforts to birth a new, feminist 
translation of Caoineadh Airt Uí Laoghaire, Eibhlín 
Dubh Ní Chonaill’s elegiac poem recounting the murder 
of her husband in 1773. 

Doireann will read from the original Irish Caoineadh 
Airt Uí Laoghaire and her English translation, as well as 
sharing her thoughts on the ‘female text’ and what it 
means to think of one life in the context of another’s.

Massacre of the Birds: Mary O’Donnell  
Poet and novelist Mary O’Donnell discusses environmental 
concerns in her latest collection of poetry, and the evolution 
of women in Irish society.  

 SAT 21 NOV  2PM

Mary O’Donnell has published seven poetry collections, 
four novels and three short story collections, to critical 
and popular acclaim. She was elected to Aosdána in 
2001. Her new collection of poetry, Massacre of the Birds 
was published by Salmon Press in October. The title 
work references the millions of birds killed every year on 
their migratory path from Europe to Africa. “The poem 
is a lament for what we are going to lose,” she told Olivia 
O’Leary on RTE Radio’s The Poetry Programme. Climate 
change and the degradation of the planet are themes 
she has touched on since her very first collection, a 
continuing concern in her work. “The social self carries 
its anxieties and observations to the page,” she notes.

Her body of work over almost 40 years has addressed 
matters of female body, sexuality, desire, the 
institutionalisation of motherhood, maternity and 
family. Writing in The Irish Times last year she said, “Our 
highly hypocritical, secretive, illiberal and anti-female 
Irish society needed a good, critical mirror held up to 
itself. I wanted to be one of those who did that…”



Abi Daré in conversation  
with Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi 
Abi Daré, author of The Girl with the Louding Voice, talks to 
Ugandan novelist Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi, author of 
First Woman.  

SAT 21 NOV   3PM

Abi is the author of New York Times, UK and Amazon 
bestseller The Girl with the Louding Voice. One of 
the most hotly anticipated books of this year, it is a 
courageous take on modern slavery, recounting the 
struggles of a young NIgerian girl who dreams of 
achieving an education but is sold firstly as the third 
wife to an old man, and then as a domestic servant. 

Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi’s latest novel The First 
Woman is a powerful feminist rendition of Ugandan 
origin tales, telling the story of one young girl’s search 
for her mother, her discovery of what it means to be a 
woman throughout history and the implications for her 
future.

Summerwater: Sarah Moss in 
conversation with Justine Carbery
Sarah Moss discusses her new book Summerwater  
with author and journalist Justine Carbery. 

SAT 21 NOV  5.30PM

Sarah Moss is one of the UK’s leading literary authors. 
In 2019 she relocated to Ireland and is now Assistant 
Professor of Creative Writing at UCD’s School of English, 
Drama and Film.  

Sarah Moss discusses her new book Summerwater, 
in conversation with Justine Carbery. Hilary Mantel, 
author of Wolf Hall, has described Summerwater as 
“Sharp, searching, thoroughly imagined, utterly of the 
moment,” and said, “It throws much contemporary 
writing into the shade.” 



While Nobody is Watching: Michelle 
Dunne in conversation with Cathy Kelly
Two formidable women meet: popular fiction author Cathy 
Kelly interviews former UN peacekeeper Michelle Dunne 
about how her experiences in Lebanon inspired her writing 
and her third novel.  

SAT 21 NOV  6.30PM 

From a childhood immersed in coastal rowing and 
county GAA, Michelle Dunne made her way to South 
Lebanon wearing the blue helmet of the UN with the 
Irish Army’s B-Company. While Nobody is Watching, 
Michelle’s third book, is a psychological thriller that 
draws from her military experiences and the types of 
relationships that form within its ranks.

One of Ireland’s most successful authors Cathy Kelly’s 
warm and witty take on life has led her books to be 
No.1 bestsellers in the UK, Ireland and Australia since 
her first book was published in 1997. She is also an 
Ambassador for UNICEF Ireland.

Handiwork: Sara Baume in 
conversation with Carlo Gébler 
Sarah Baume reconnects with her former Professor, Carlo 
Gébler, to reflect on Handiwork, identity, home and writing. 

SAT 21 NOV 7.30PM  

Sarah Baume is one of the brightest and best of 
Ireland’s new vanguard of female authors. Her 
blistering, mesmerising debut novel Spill Simmer Falter 
Wither was shortlisted for the Costa First Novel Award 
and longlisted for the Guardian First Book Award, the 
Warwick Prize for Writing and the Desmond Elliott Prize, 
and won the Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize. 

After publishing a second fiction novel, A Line Made 
By Walking, she turned her back on her laptop as she 
returned to her fine art roots for a break. Handiwork is 
a contemplation, detailing the gentle reflective toil of 
crafting and making. 

At Dingle Lit, she reconnects with Carlo Gébler, who 
taught her on the MA in creative writing at Trinity 
College Dublin, to discuss the creative process. Carlo 
has written several novels, works of non-fiction and 
novels for children, as well as plays for radio and stage. 



Peter Geoghegan in conversation with 
Anne Applebaum
A fascinating conversation between the authors of two new 
book which shed light on the forces at play contributing to 
the apparent demise of democracy. 

SUN 22 NOV 10AM  

In his new book, Democracy for Sale: Dark Money and 
Dirty Politics, Irish writer Peter Geoghegan shows how 
antiquated electoral laws are broken with impunity, 
how secretive lobbying bends our politics out of 
shape, and how Silicon Valley tech giants have colluded 
in selling out democracy. Geoghegan investigates 
politicians, fabulously well-funded partisan think 
tanks, propagandists who know how to game a rigged 
system, and the campaigners and regulators valiantly 
trying to stop them. 

Pulitzer-winning historian Anne Applebaum has 
dissected and explained why elites in democracies 
around the world are turning toward nationalism and 
authoritarianism in her most recent book, Twilight 
of Democracy: The Failure of Politics and the Parting of 
Friends. Based in Poland, she is a staff writer for The 
Atlantic and a Senior Fellow of the Agora Institute at 
Johns Hopkins University. Her previous books include 
Iron Curtain, winner of the Cundill Prize, and Gulag, 
winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Nonfiction.

An tSlí Scríofa
Turas timpeall Corca Dhuibhne i gcomhluadar scríobhneoirí

SUN 22 NOV  11AM

Céad míle fáilte romhaibh go Corca Dhuibhne. 
Mothaíonn sibh uaibh sinn i mbliana ach sín bhur lámh 
amach tríd an scáileán agus leanaigí an tslí scriofa 
linn. Le sár-scileanna taifeadadh (a bhuíochas  le TG4) 
tiocfaidh sibh in ár dteannta agus sinn ag bualadh 
le scríbhneoirí amuigh faoin aer i gCorca Dhuibhne. 
Beidh Manchán Magan, Ceaití Ní Bheildiúin, Áine Uí 
Dhubhshláine agus Dairena Ní Chinnéide ar a sámhín 
só agus iad ag léamh agus ag caint faoin dtírdhreach 
draíochtúil sa cheantar seo.

Toisc gur deacair dúinn taisteal i mbliana tá ticéid saor 
in aisce á dtairiscint againn daoibh chun roinnt am 
a chaitheamh san áit is ansa linn ar domhan, Corca 
Dhuibhne.



Notes from the Apocalypse:  
Mark O’Connell with Sarah Moss 
Dublin journalist Mark O’Connell’s latest book, Notes from 
an Apocalypse, meets the real-life Doomsday preppers and 
asks, is this the end of days?

SUN 22 NOV  12PM    

Dublin journalist Mark O’Connell’s Notes from an 
Apocalypse: A Personal Journey to the End of the World 
and Back, sets out to meet the Doomsday prepares—
men and women the world over who are busying 
themselves preparing for what they believe to be the 
certain and imminent end of civilisation as we know 
it. They are environmentalists who fear the ravages of 
climate change; billionaire entrepreneurs dreaming of 
life on Mars; and right-wing conspiracists yearning for a 
lost American idyll.

Mark will be in conversation with Sarah Moss, the 
acclaimed author of Summerwater, and Assistant 
Professor of Creative Writing at UCD’s School of 
English, Drama and Film.

The Tainted: Cauvery Madhavan  
with Felicity Hayes-McCoy
Indian-Irish author Cauvery Madhavan discusses her  
latest book, The Tainted, with Dingle-based author  
Felicity Hayes-McCoy.

SUN 22 NOV  2PM 

Cauvery Madhavan was born and educated in India. 
She worked as a copywriter in her hometown of 
Chennai (formerly Madras) before moving to Ireland 
33 years ago. She has published two previous books: 
Paddy Indian and The Uncoupling. Her latest book, The 
Tainted, tells the story of the real-life mutiny of the 
Connaught Rangers in India in 1920, in protest at the 
behaviour of the Black and Tans during the War of 
Independence—fittingly released in time for the 100th 
anniversary. The second half of the novel delves into 
the intricacies and issues of the mixed race children 
left behind. Speaking to Cauvery on his Newstalk radio 
show, Pat Kenny said it’s, “a wonderful, wonderful 
novel…a mixture of romance…tragedy, history…I would 
recommend it to everyone to read.”



Thirty-Two Words for Field:  
Lost Words of the Irish Landscape
Manchán Magan digs deep into the Irish language, revealing 
words, expressions and concepts that offer new ways of 
being in the world, of seeing nature & experiencing reality. 

SUN 22 NOV  3PM

The Irish language has 32 words for field. Among them 
are: Geamhar – a field of corn-grass, Tuar – a field for 
cattle at night, Réidhleán – a field for games or dancing, 
Cathairín – a field with a fairy-dwelling in it. The richness 
of a language closely tied to the natural landscape 
offered our ancestors a more magical way of seeing 
the world. In Thirty-Two Words for Field, Manchán Magan 
meditates on these words – and the nuances of a way of 
life that is disappearing with them.

Manchán Magan is a writer and documentary-maker. 
He has written books on his travels in Africa, India and 
South America and two novels.

He writes occasionally for The Irish Times, reports on 
travel for various radio programmes, and has presented 
dozens of documentaries on issues of world culture 
for TG4, RTÉ and the Travel Channel. He lives in an oak 
wood, with bees and hens, in a slightly confused, grass-
roofed house near Lough Lene, Co Westmeath.

Beo ar Éigean
Tá Beo ar Éigean dhá chur i láthair ag Comhordaitheoir 
Digiteach Gaeilge RTÉ, Siún Ní Dhuinn, agus Sinéad Ní 
Uallacháin agus Áine Ní Bhreisleáin ó RTÉ Raidió na 
Gaeltachta. 

SUN 22 NOV  4PM  

Tiocfaidh Áine, Siún agus Sinéad le chéile chun cuid de 
na leabhair is mó a chuaigh i bhfeidhm orthu a phlé 
– na leabhair a raibh tionchar acu ar a n-óige agus na 
cinn a tharraing a n-aird le déanaí. Cé hiad na carachtair 
a raibh cion acu orthu, agus cad iad na moltaí a bheadh 
acu dóibh siúd a bhfuil fonn léitheoireachta orthu? Is 
iad Áine Ní Bhreisleáin, Siún Ní Dhuinn agus Sinéad Ní 
Uallacháin a chuireann Beo ar Éigean, podchraoladh de 
chuid RTÉ, i láthair. Craoltar leagan ar RTÉ Radio 1, uair 
sa tseachtain chomh maith, gach Satharn ag a hocht.

Cuireann Manchán an 
Ghaeilge faoi chaibidil, 
é ag nochtadh focal, 
nathanna cainte agus 
coincheapa a thugann 
léargas úr dúinn ar an 
domhan, an dúlra agus 
ar fhírinne an tsaoil.



That Place We Call Home: John Creedon 
John Creedon discusses home and where we belong with 
Seán Mac an tSíthigh. 

SUN 22 NOV  7PM

John Creedon has always been fascinated by place 
names, from when he was a young boy growing up in 
Cork City to travelling around Ireland making his popular 
television show. In this brilliant new book, he digs 
beneath the surface of familiar place names, peeling 
back the layers of meaning behind them to reveal 
stories about the nature of the land of Erin and the 
people who walked it before us.

Travel the highways, byways and boreens of Ireland with 
John and become absorbed in the place names such as 
’The Land of Robins’, ’Patrick’s Bed’, ’The Eagles Nest’, 
’Hidden Treasure’ and ’The Valley of the Crazy’. All hold 
clues to help uncover our past and make sense of that 
place we call home, feeding both mind and soul along 
the way.

The Vanishing Half : Brit Bennett in 
conversation with Emma Dabiri
Brit Bennett discusses her New York Times bestseller  
The Vanishing Half, a tale of twin sisters who live with 
different racial identities. 

SUN 22 NOV  5PM   

A page-turning exploration of race and identity,  
Brit Bennett’s third novel The Vanishing Half tells the 
story of twin sisters who choose to live in very different 
worlds, one embracing her colour, the other eschewing 
it in favour of hiding her true background and passing 
for white. The screen rights to this fascinating tale have 
already been optioned by HBO in a seven-figure deal. 

Brit Bennett joins us from her apartment in  
New York to discuss racial identity in America, turning 
30 in lockdown, and how she has channeled her virus-
anxiety into working, in conversation with Irish author 
Emma Dabiri. 

Emma Dabiri’s 2019 non-fiction debut, Don’t Touch 
My Hair, focused on issues of race and racism she 
experienced growing up in Dublin. 



Workshops at a Glance: 

Friday 

Finish Your Novel, with Conor Kostick 

10.30am – 4.30pm €80

How to Self-Publish Your Book, with Siobhan Prendergast

2pm – 5pm   €50

Saturday
Creative Writing, with Justine Carbery

10.30am – 1.30pm  €50

Poetry, with Eileen Sheehan and Nicholas McLachlan 

2pm – 5pm   €50 

Sunday 

Flash Fiction, le Splonk (as Gaeilge and in English)

12pm – 3pm   €20 

Never Mind the B#ll*cks Here’s the 
Science: Prof. Luke O’Neill 
In his new book, the rock ’n’ roll immunologist, Professor 
Luke O’Neill grapples with life’s biggest questions and tells 
us what science has to say about them. 

SUN 22 NOV  8PM   

The rock ’n’ roll immunologist, Trinity College Dublin’s 
Professor Luke O’Neill will be known to many as one 
of the leading voices of authority during the COVID-19 
pandemic. With COVID-19 putting his band practice 
and gigs on hold, he’s found the time to grapple with 
life’s biggest questions and pen a book full of science’s 
definitive answers to some of the most controversial 
topics human beings have to grapple with, including: 
Do we have control over our lives? Can we escape 
working in bullshit jobs? Must we vaccinate our 
children? Are men and women’s brains different?  
Will we destroy the planet? Sure to be as entertaining 
as it is informative, Luke’s trademark easy wit and 
clever pop-culture references deconstruct the science 
to make complex questions accessible. And he might 
even play us a few tunes! 



Finish Your Novel, with Conor Kostick
A practical course for emerging writers who want to 
progress their manuscripts. 

FRI 20 NOV   10.30AM - 4.30PM
€80

This is a practical course for writers who are part way 
through writing a novel. Participants will workshop 
together to further the progress of their manuscripts, 
as well as engage in discussions on a topics such as 
characterisation, dialogue, drama, etc., which are 
designed to strengthen the quality of their writing. 
More than twenty past participants of this course have 
secured book deals. 

Course Outline:
The course will cover: Consistent narrative voice; Prose 
style: being Virginia Wolfe; Worldbuilding; Writing the 
dramatic heart of the story; Successful romantic scenes; 
The art of writing dialogue; Character journeys; Integrating 
themes; The use of landscape; Writing actions scenes; The 
publishing world today: pitches and synopses.

Participants will be expected to bring their work in progress, 
which will be at least 10,000 words of a novel. 

How to Self-Publish Your Book,  
with Siobhán Prendergast
Online publishing workshop hosted by Siobhan Prendergast.

FRI 20 NOV  2PM - 5PM
€50 

Have you ever thought about publishing your own book? Well if you 
have this workshop is for you, full of practical information that you 
can put into practice. Designed to introduce self-publishing to the 
independent author, this workshop will explain how publishing works 
and how self-publishing can work for you. It will outline how to avoid 
the common pitfalls and will guide you on the path to becoming a 
successful, published independent author. On completion of the 
workshop you will have a greater understanding of the publishing 
process, copyright law, how to find the right editor, designer or project 
manager, self-publishing options available, digital bookselling and more. 

Course outline: 
Module 1: The Publishing Process and Copyright Law 
Module 2: Accreditation in Publishing: How to find the right editor, 
designer or project manager for your book  
Module 3: Who is involved in book sales and who takes a share of the profit? 
Module 4: What are my options to self-publish my book?  
Module 5: What will each self-publishing option cost you? 
Module 6: Traditional Publishing versus Self-publishing: what are the 
advantages and disadvantages?  
Module 6: Avoid the pitfalls, and checklist 

Participants will be asked to submit a synopsis of their self-publishing project/idea 
three weeks before the course commences along with a sample of the work. 

About Conor:
Conor Kostick is the author of a 
number of successful books. In 2009, 
he was presented with a Special Merit 
Award by the Reading Association of 
Ireland; in 2010 he was the Farmleigh 
Writer-in-Residence. Conor is often 
asked to judge literary competitions 
and in 2016 and 2019 was the 
president of the Irish jury for the  
EU Prize for Literature. 

About Siobhán:
Siobhán Prendergast has over 
over two decades’ experience 
in publishing, a member 
of CIEP and AFEPI and has 
worked with many prestigious 
publishing houses and prize-
winning authors including Anita 
Brookner, José Saramago, W.G. 
Sebald, Mary McAleese, Ken 
Bruen, Peter Høeg, Gerry Adams 
and Alice Taylor.

In 2014 she set up Dingle 
Publishing Services to assist 
independent authors to 
professionally self-publish, 
the result of which has been 
a beautiful collection of self-
published books. In 2020 
Siobhán was shortlisted for an 
International Excellence Award 
by the A.P.E. and invited to speak 
at the London Book Fair.



Spinning Straw Into Gold:  
Writers Workshop with Justine Carbery
Lecturer in Creative Writing in UCD and the Irish Writers 
Centre, Justine Carbery hosts a beginners writing workshop.

SAT 21 NOV   10.30AM - 1.30PM

 €50

If you’ve always wanted to write but don’t know where 
to start, or if you’re returning to writing after some time 
away, this course is for you. This workshop aims to get 
your creativity flowing in an inspiring and enjoyable 
way. It will banish your fear of the blank page. In it you 
will mine your memories and hone your observational 
skills to spark your imagination and create compelling 
fiction, poetry or memoir. 

Course Outline:  
In this workshop we will begin with where to get ideas 
and how to get started. Then, using fun writing exercises 
and discussion, we will explore what makes a good story. 
We will gather tips and ideas to create a writing toolbox 
that will help you write in your chosen genre. In the class 
you will write, read, share and discuss. Most of all, you 
will have fun and come away with a renewed sense of 
excitement about the creative writing process.

You will come away with tips and advice on how to improve 
your writing, and a reservoir of ideas to get started on.  

Poetry Workshop, with Eileen Sheehan 
and Nicholas McLachlan
A poetry workshop suitable for beginners. 

SAT 21 NOV  2PM - 5PM 

€50

Writing a poem is a journey of discovery because often 
poems have their own ideas about what they want to 
say and how to get there. In this stimulating online 
poetry workshop open to all, poets Nicholas McLachlan 
and Eileen Sheehan will honour the journey the poem 
wants you to take. There will be touchstone poems, 
exercises to generate new material and fascinating 
insights into the creative process. No previous 
experience of writing is required but be prepared to be 
taken someplace unexpected.

About Justine:
Justine Carbery is a writer, 
creative writing teacher and 
journalist. She lectures in 
Creative Writing in UCD and the 
Irish Writers Centre, and writes 
book reviews and features for 
The Sunday Independent and The 
Irish Times. 

Nicholas McLachlan is from Dublin and now lives 
in Ventry, Co Kerry. His first collection of poetry 
The Rain Barrel was published by Salmon Poetry in 
2015. He was awarded the Patrick and Katherine 
Kavanagh Fellowship the same year. His next 
collection is due from Salmon in 2022. He teaches 
poetry and fiction and works with individuals, 
university, school and community groups. 

Eileen Sheehan lives in Killarney. One of the poems 
from her most recent collection, The Narrow Way of Souls 
(Salmon Poetry), is on the Leaving Certificate English 
Syllabus 2019 - 2022. A bi-lingual selection of her work, 
Duet of Lakes: Eastern-Western Poets in Sympathy, was 
published earlier this year by Junpa Books, with Japanese 
translations by Maki Starfield. In May of last year, she 
was Bealtaine Writer in Residence at The Seanchaí Kerry 
Writers’ Museum, Listowel. 



Get Splonked! Flash Fiction with an Irish Twist/  
Splancáil tú féin! Splancfhicsean le snas Éireannach 
Flash Fiction with an Irish Twist/ Splancfhicsean le snas Éireannach, 
suitable for beginner to medium-experienced Flash Fiction writers. 

SUN 22 NOV   12PM - 3PM

€20

Marie Gethins and Lisa Nic an Bhreithimh, editors of flash fiction 
ezine Splonk, will guide you through a series of fun and stimulating 
exercises crafting different flash fiction in English or as Gaeilge 
(through the Irish language). Utilising a large group format for general 
instruction, participants then can join small breakout rooms of four 
to five people to share/discuss their work in either language before 
re-joining the large group for additional instruction. Whether you 
are trying flash fiction for the first time, or honing your current skills, 
the course will create opportunities to explore individual innovation 
through several flash styles.

Marie Gethins’ flash appeared in NFFD Anthologies, 
Banshee, FlashBack Fiction, Flash: The International 
Short-Short Story Magazine, Jellyfish Review, Fictive 
Dream, Litro, NANO, Wales Arts Review, Synaesthesia, 
The Incubator, The Nottingham Review, Spelk, Ellipsis 
Zine, Words with JAM, Paper Swans, 101 Words, and 
others. Marie is a Pushcart and Best of the Short 
Fictions nominee and an editor of the Irish ezine 
Splonk. 

Lisa Nic an Bhreithimh is a writer of flash fiction in 
English and Irish. Originally from Dublin, she spent 
time in Connecticut as a Fulbright scholar where 
she won a non-fiction graduate writing award and 
was published. She writes on a variety of themes 
with a particular focus on women and their lives. 
In recent years she was awarded first prize in 
both Comórtas Gearrscéalaíochta Uí Mháine and 
the Irish Writers’ Centre’s ‘Imbolc’ flash fiction 
competition. She is Splonk ’s Irish language editor.
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Founders
Thanks to our founders who have sponsored and supported  
the festival from the beginning.  




